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Emilia A. Puma

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau for South and Central Asia

Emilia A. Puma, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service,
currently serves as Acting DAS for Public Diplomacy and Regional
Affairs in the SCA Bureau. Prior to taking up her current duties, she
served as the Foreign Policy Advisor to the Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Air Force (CSAF). In that position, she provided regular counsel to
the CSAF and other Air Force leadership on U.S. foreign policy and
international politics, and served as a liaison between the State
Department and U.S. Air Force.

Ms. Puma entered the Foreign Service in 1991 as an officer in the U.S. Information Agency. Her
Public Diplomacy assignments include Public Affairs Officer in Madrid, Spain; Director of the
Office of Press and Public Diplomacy in the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs; and assignments in
Kosovo, Italy, Canada, Barbados and Honduras. Additionally, she has undertaken non-PD
assignments as U.S. Government Coordinator for the Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy; desk
officer for Serbia, Montenegro and Albania in the Office of the Assistance Coordinator, Bureau
of European Affairs; and Congressional Liaison Officer in the Bureau of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs.

Ms. Puma’s languages include French, Italian and Spanish.
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